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suggestions occur, which are clearly set forth, and ably discussed. 1 he first is 
the importance of confining inter-marriage to individuals of the two sexes who 
have no strong tendency to disease, who are of different temperaments, and who 
are not closely related.’ The second suggestion is the increase of charlatanism, 
particularly in our larger cities, and the difficulty of arresting it without severe 
penal enactments rigidly enforced. The third suggestion of Dr. L. 18 the im¬ 
portance of disseminating a knowledge of human physiology throughout the 
community by teaching it in our schools, academies, and colleges as an integral 
branch of common education. The last, but not the least suggestion ot the 
address is the importance of establishing a high standard of medical education 
to secure which the examination ot candidates lor the doctorate should be con¬ 
ducted by a board of competent and disinterested physicians, without whose 
approval no one should be admitted to become a practitioner of medicine. 1 o 
go one step further back, private teachers should not receive in their offices as 
a pupil any one who is, either from defect of education or of mental ability to 
any extent, incapable of mastering a competent knowledge of the science and 
the art of medicine. 

Dr. Searcy, in a paper in reply to the question, “ Can Scarlet bever be pre¬ 
vented ?” related a number of cases be had met with, during a series of years, 
showing as he believed, that the tonsils were the part through which the matenes 
morbi gained admittance into the system. On discovering in these parts the 
earliest indications of commencing disease, applying at once a strong solution 
of nitrate of silver, (3j to water gj), and repeating it twice each day tor 
several days, with mild laxatives and proper diet, would, he thought, in the 
majority of cases, mitigate, if not prevent the threatened attack. 

Dr. T. L. M addin, presented an able and practical paper on “ Diphtheria, its 
history, pathology, and treatment.” , _. 

Dr. J. Morton, Jr., read a paper describing the then recent Railroad Dis¬ 
aster," on the Decatur road near Normandy. 

Dr. P. F. Eve read an elaborate account of remarkable cases ot Cnnshot 
Wounds'and other Injuries of the Cranium,” in which he discussed the relative 
merits in these cases of heroic and of conservative surgery. 

Dr. R. Thompson presented a detail of his experience in favour of the use oi 
‘■Medicated Slippery Elm,” in the form of Pessaries and Bougies. 


9 The nineteenth annual session of the Indiana State Medical Society was 
opened by an address from the President, Dr. N. Field, on the “ Troubles and 
Responsibilities of the Medical Profession.” . 

This is followed by a very sensible paper by Dr. V. Kersey, in solution ot 
the question, “Why Doctors Disagree?” „ ... 

Next is a not very complete account of a case of “ General Anasarca, with 

remarks by Dr. J. Moffett. . .. . e 

Dr. W. J. Elstun contributes a paper on the Digestive Assimilation ot 


M cdiciDGS.^ 

A case of “ Dislocation of the Femur upwards and backwards,” reduced by 
manipulation, is related by Dr. M. Sexton, which gave rise to an inteiesting 

discussion. , _ . . „ , . . 

A discussion which took place on “ Puerperal Convulsions,” though interest¬ 
ing elicited nothing new as to the true character or treatment of the disease. 


Art. XXXII Foeticide, or Criminal Abortion ; a Lecture Introductory to the 
Course on Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children. University of 
Pennsylvania, Session 1839-40. By Hugh L, Hodge, M. D. 1 lino. pp. 44. 
Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston, 1869. 

This very forcible protest of the venerable Emeritus Professor Hodge against 
the destructive evil of criminal abortion, and which is to be viewed as a direct 
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violation of tlie laws alike of God and man, was, as its title announces, delivered 
in the year 1839, as an introductory lecture to the author’s course of instruction 
on obstetrics, etc., in the University of Pennsylvania; and was printed for the 
benefit of the members of his class and of their friends. Deeming the subject 
one of very great importance, the lecture was reiterated by Dr. H. to the stu¬ 
dents composing the class of 1854-55. A new edition of it was then printed 
and widely circulated. 

As many of his former pupils have applied to him for copies of the Essay, 
delivered in 1839 and repeated in 1854, Dr. H. consented to its republication in 
the edition before us, believing it to be the duty of every physician who would 
be true to his professional obligations to exert all possible influences to protect 
the health and welfare, and to promote the best interests of society. The con¬ 
sent thus given, Dr. H. remarks, is not only to gratify many of his medical 
friends, but “ to contribute, in some degree, to the still further dissemination of 
those fundamental facts and principles on which must rest all the arguments 
against criminal abortion.” 

A few additional observations have been appended to contribute as far as possi¬ 
ble “to illuminate the minds of parents, guardians, and all those intelligent and 
virtuous citizens who superintend the education of youth, or who, in any way, 
can contribute to form the character of the rising generation or to stay the 
progress of this alarming social evil.” D. F. C. 


Art. XXXIII .—A Handy-Book of Ophthalmic Surgery. By John Z. Laurence, 
F. B. 0. S., M. B. (Univ. Load.), Surgeon to the Ophthalmic Hospital, South¬ 
wark; Ophthalmic Surgeon to Saint Bartholomew’s Hospital, Chatham, etc. 
etc.; assisted by Bobert 0. Moon, Late Assistant-Surgeon to the Ophthal¬ 
mic Hospital, Southwark. With numerous illustrations. Second edition, 
revised and enlarged by J. Z. Laurence. 8vo. pp. 227. Philadelphia: 
Henry 0. Lea, 1869. 

The object of the author, as expressed in his preface to his first edition, “ to 
bring the principles and practice of modern ophthalmic surgery within a small 
compass to supply the wants of the busy practitioner,” would appear to have 
been successfully attained since his second edition now appears under that in¬ 
exorable law of supply and demand. 

Begarding the manual as a brief terse compendium of the established facts of 
ophthalmic medicine, its value would be fully recognized as a work for ready- 
reference, although a busy practitioner might prefer the perusal of more than 
one page descriptive of Grade's method of extraction and its results, before 
assuming the responsibility of the operation. 

For those, however, who must assume the care of diseases and injuries of'the 
eye, and who are too much pressed for time to study the classic works on the 
subject, or those recently published by Stellwag, Wells, Bader, and others, Mr. 
Laurence will prove a safe and trustworthy guide. He has described in this 
edition those novelties which have secured the confidence of the profession 
since the appearance of his last. 

To the portion of the book devoted to a description of the optical defects of 
the eye, the publisher has given increased value by the addition of several pages 
of Snellen’s Test Types, so generally used to test the acuteness of vision, and 
which are difficult to obtain in this country. 

The volume has been considerably enlarged and improved by the revision and 
additions of its author, expressly for the American edition, and the publisher 
has given it to the profession in a substantial and pleasing form. W. T. 



